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SOUTH KOREA LUXURY TOUR: TEMPLES & TRADITIONS 
A Bespoke Journey to Seoul, Andong, Gyeongju, and Busan 

Immerse your family in Korean history and culture with this 11-night South Korea luxury tour. This 
itinerary incorporates plenty of outdoor activities with fascinating historical sites, including a day spent 
learning Buddhist martial arts techniques and an overnight stay in a traditional Korean hanok. 

Your journey begins in the high-energy city of Seoul. Take in the city’s historic sites like the 
Gyeongbokgung Palace and Hanok villages. Stroll through over 5,000 independent shops and food stalls 
at the Gwangjang Market. Spend a morning hiking along the Seoul City Wall which runs for 11 miles 
along the ridge of the four mountains surrounding the inner city. Just outside of Seoul, visit the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), which separates North and South Korea.  

Transfer by the KTX high-speed train to Andong, a fascinating city devoted to Korean folk traditions 
cultural heritage. During the Joseon dynasty, Andong became the center of Confucianism in Korea. Visit 
Dosanseowan Confucian Academy, a UNESCO World Heritage Site designed by Confucian scholar Toegye 
Yi Hwang in the 16th century CE. Also visit the Hahoe Cultural Village, another UNESCO World Heritage 
site. 

The cultural city of Gyeongju is about an hour and a half from Andong. Its national museum contains a 
number of Silla Dynasty-era cultural artifacts. Visit the Silla-era royal tomb mounds at Daereungwon 
Tomb Complex. Then spend some time at the Cheomseongdae Observatory, the oldest standing 
astronomic observatory in Asia. After sunset, walk around the Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond. It is 
especially magical at night when the palace and pond are spectacularly lit. 

Spend a day at Golgulsa Temple to experience temple life and learn Korean Buddhist martial arts 
(sunmudo). You’ll have a training session, tea with a Buddhist monk, participate in archery, spend time 
meditating, and get to watch a Sunmudo demonstration.  

Busan is a bustling port city located on the southeastern tip of the Korean Peninsula. You’ll find 
mountains, beaches, hot springs, and incredible seafood in South Korea’s second-largest city. En route 
to Busan, climb up to Seokguram Grotto on Tohamsan Mountain. It’s South Korea’s only granite stone 
temple and dedicated to the Buddha’s enlightenment. Explore Bulguksa Temple, which serves as a head 
temple of Korean Buddhism.  

In Busan, visit Gamcheon Cultural Village, often referred to as the “Machu Picchu of Busan.” The homes 
were originally built on the mountain slope in the 1920s and ’30s. But in 2009, a public art-themed 
renovation converted the village into the cultural hub it is today. The homes are now painted in bright 
colors, undoubtedly creating one of Busan’s most colorful spots. Also, visit one of South Korea’s largest 
markets, Gukje, and tour the Jagalchi Fish Market. It is one of the largest in all of Asia. 



DAY 1 
Arrive Seoul 
Four Seasons Hotel Seoul 

Welcome to South Korea! Upon arrival you will be met by a Ker & Downey representative who will help you with 
your luggage. Your private driver will then transfer you to your accommodations at the Four Seasons Hotel Seoul. 

Accommodations: 

• Four Seasons Hotel Seoul

• The iconic style of the Four Seasons brand combines seamlessly with traditional Korean design elements to 
create an inimitable luxury experience at the Four Seasons Hotel Seoul. The contemporary rooms feature
floor-to-ceiling windows, allowing the space to be flooded with natural light, and the en suite bathrooms
are accented by stunning Italian marble. The hotel’s exquisite spa is minimalist in design, allowing guests to
find a sanctuary of calm in the middle of the bustling city. Dining options abound, including the Michelin-
starred Yu Yuan Cantonese outlet and the intimate-yet-glamorous Charles H. Bar.

DAY 2 
Seoul 
Four Seasons Hotel Seoul 
Breakfast 

After breakfast, your guide will pick you up to start your full day of exploring Seoul’s historic sites. Your Ker & Downey 
designer will help you tailor your day to fit your interests and preferences.  

Experiences: 

• Visit Gyeongbokgung Palace and the National Museum of Korea.

• See the Bukchon Hanok Village either on foot or by an optional private rickshaw ride.

• Shop at some of the over 5000 independent stores of Gwangjang Market.

• Take a leisurely walk along Cheonggyeoncheon Stream and stop for photos on some of the more than 20 
themed bridges that cross it.



DAY 3 
Seoul 
Four Seasons Hotel Seoul 
Breakfast 

This morning, put on your walking shoes and sunscreen and grab a daypack for your half day hike following the Seoul 
City Wall. Construction on the city wall began in 1396 not only to keep out invaders but to also show the boundaries 
of the city of Hanyang, the Joseon-era name for Seoul. The wall is unconnected in parts, but it runs for over 11 miles 
along the ridge of Bugaksan, Ingwansan, Naksan, and Namsan, the four mountains surrounding the inner city. While 
the original wall was constructed of round stones held together with mud, it has been refurbished or rebuilt many 
times over the centuries with larger, rectangular slabs. There are six trails available to follow and view the Seoul City 
Wall, and today, you will take the Namsan Mountain Trail, which is known for having excellent views of the wall for 
almost the entire trail. Please note: This trail is a little over 2.5 miles and can be very steep in parts, including a long 
staircase with no rest stops. It requires at least a moderate level of fitness and mobility. Vehicle support will be made 
available. If you prefer a more leisurely walk, your Ker & Downey designer can suggest one of the other five trails. 

Experiences: 

• Hike the Namsan Mountain Trail along the Seoul City Wall.

• Stop at the geographical center of Seoul on top of Namsan.

• Add an optional visit to the observatory level of N Seoul Tower for panoramic views of the city.

• Stroll around Namsangol Hanok Village, where exciting events and cultural celebrations are often held.

• This afternoon would be a great time to experience the spa at the Four Seasons Hotel Seoul or your guide
can suggest a jjimjilbang (Korean bathhouse) to visit.

DAY 4 
Seoul 
Four Seasons Hotel Seoul 
Breakfast 

After an early breakfast, head out with your guide for a full day tour of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) separating 
North and South Korea. Please note: Your guide will remain at your disposal for the full day, but due to the security 
situation in the region, transfers to and from the sites must be done in shared buses. In addition, you must bring 
your passport with you for security checks. 

Experiences: 

• See the Joint Security Area (JSA), which is the only portion of the DMZ where North and South Korean
troops stand face-to-face. Please note: The JSA is often closed to visitors with little to no notice. If it is
unexpectedly closed, your guide will instead take you to the War Memorial of Korea, which is the largest
of its kind in the world.

• In the publicly accessible portion of the DMZ, you will see Imjingak Park, Freedom Bridge, the ID
checkpoint, and Unification Village.

• You can optionally enter the infamous “3rd Tunnel” which was discovered in 1978 and is one of many
attempted incursion tunnels from the North Korean side. Please note: The tunnel has very low ceiling. A
hard hat will be provided and is mandatory for entry. Entering the tunnel is not recommended for clients 
with mobility restrictions or anyone over 5’6” who cannot stay bent over for long periods of time.

• Visit Dorasan Observatory where you have panoramic views over the DMZ and Gijeongdong “Propaganda 
Village”.



DAY 5 
Andong 
Rakkojae Andong Hahoe Hanok Hotel 
Breakfast 

Spend the morning at leisure before departing to the station for your KTX high speed train journey to Andong for a 
day exploring this fascinating city devoted to Korean folk traditions and cultural heritage. During the Joseon dynasty, 
Andong became the center of Confucianism in Korea, and the city is famous for several sites devoted to the 
philosophical system. Perhaps the most important of these is Dosanseowan Confucian Academy, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site that was designed by the eminent Confucian scholar Toegye Yi Hwang in the 16th century CE. You will 
also spend the night in a private hanok (traditional Korean house) in the heart of Andong’s Hahoe Cultural Village, 
one of South Korea’s most famous folk villages. 

Experiences 

• Experience South Korea’s excellent high-speed train infrastructure firsthand on your KTX journey.

• Explore the grounds of Dosanseowon Confucian Academy and learn from your guide about the important
role Confucianism has played in the development of the Korean Peninsula.

• Stroll through Hahoe Cultural Village, admiring 16th Korean architecture, and visit the Mask Museum to 
discover the history of the shamanist “Mask Dance (or Play)”, which honors the communal spirits of Hahoe.

• Add an optional dinner at your hanok hotel, which celebrates seasonal Korean cuisine served in a traditional
setting.

Accommodations: 

• Rakkojae Andong Hahoe Hanok Hotel

• The stunning Rakkojae Andong Hahoe Hanok Hotel is located within the Hahoe Cultural Village, a UNESCO
World Heritage site. It consists of four choga (thatch-roof) houses, each with its own private Western-style
bathroom. Each house offers traditional Korean-style beds on the floor and ondol under-floor heating for
the chilly fall and winter evenings. Every room features Korean antiques to give guests the feeling of
traveling back in time, while all the mod-cons like air conditioning and a mini bar are available to keep
guests grounded in the present. A wood-fired sauna is available for guest use every evening. The kitchen
serves a choice of Korean or Continental breakfast every morning and can also prepare several traditional
Korean dishes for guests to enjoy for dinner in their room.



DAY 6 
Gyeongju 
Hilton Gyeongju 
Breakfast 

Following breakfast, depart with your guide for Gyeongju, a drive of approximately 1.5 hours from Andong, for a full 
day of exploring this remarkable cultural heritage city. Perhaps most excitingly, you will have the opportunity to walk 
around the spectacularly-lit Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond after sunset to how the pond earned its name – Wolji 
means “a pond that reflects the moon”.  

Experiences: 

• Tour Gyeongju National Museum to learn about its numerous Silla Dynasty-era cultural artifacts.

• Visit the Daereungwon Tomb Complex where Silla-era royalty were buried in tomb mounds.

• See Cheomseongdae Observatory, which is the oldest standing astronomic observatory in Asia.

• Enjoy an after-sunset exploration of Donggung Palace and Wolji Pond.

Accommodations: 

• Hilton Gyeongju

• The Hilton Gyeongju offers a scenic countryside stay near Lake Bomun, with many rooms looking out over
the lake for a relaxing getaway in nature. The hotel offers eight dining and drinks venues, as well as a
seasonal outdoor pool for either lounging or getting a few laps in. Rooms are comfortable with en suite
bathrooms and typical Hilton minimalist décor, and guests who want a more authentic feel can take a
deluxe ondol room with a soft mattress on the floor, Korean-inspired furnishings, and a private garden.



DAY 7 
Gyeongju 
Hilton Gyeongju 
Breakfast and Lunch 

Today you will have an exciting “Temple Life” experience at Golgulsa Temple. Your guide will collect you early for 
your 8:30am check-in time and will collect you from the temple at 3:30pm after the last event. Please note: This is 
a shared activity, but it is one of the best ways to learn about how temple life and sunmudo (Korean Buddhist martial 
arts) work in conjunction to keep practitioners active and healthy into their twilight years. The below schedule is 
subject to modification depending on weather and other circumstances. Guests should bring an extra shirt, 
comfortable walking shoes, extra socks, a towel, a water bottle, and if using the onsite shower, toiletries, a hairdryer 
(if needed). and shower shoes. A uniform, vest, and pants for the sunmudo training will be provided. The minimum 
age for this activity is six years old, and the maximum age depends on the guest’s health and mobility levels. 

TIME SCHEDULE 
08:30 Check-in 
09:00 –10:30 Sunmudo training 
10:40 –11:20 Tea with a Buddhist monk 
11:30 –12:00 Lunch 
13:30 –14:00 Archery 
14:00 –14:40 Sitting meditation 
15:00 –15:30 Watch Sunmudo demonstration 

DAY 8 
Busan 
Park Hyatt Busan 
Breakfast 

Your guide will collect you from the hotel after breakfast and checking out for an active morning exploring a few 
more amazing sites in Gyeongju before continuing onward to Busan, a drive of approximately one hour. 

Experiences: 

• Make the climb up to Seokguram Grotto on Tohamsan Mountain, South Korea’s only granite stone temple,
which is dedicated to the Buddha’s enlightenment.

• Discover Bulguksa Temple, a Silla-era construction representing Buddhist utopia on Earth that still serves
as a head temple of Korean Buddhism.

• Enjoy a leisurely stroll along Haeundae Beach in Busan, a one mile stretch of pristine white sand.

Accommodations: 

• Park Hyatt Busan

• With its impressive position overlooking the famed Gwangan Bridge and the Korea Strait, the Park Hyatt
Busan offers guests the ultimate in luxury accommodation in Busan. Décor in the spacious rooms and suites
is subdued and neutral allowing guests to focus on the incredible views over the bridge, marina, or the
glittering city. The hotel features two restaurants, one serving Korean cuisine reinterpreted in Park Hyatt
style, while the other offers sophisticated Italian comfort foods. Lumi Spa & Fitness on the hotel’s higher
floors offers guests the opportunity to relax and be pampered by luxury European-style treatments infused
with Korean natural wellness ideals.



DAY 9 
Busan 
Park Hyatt Busan 
Breakfast 

This morning after breakfast, get ready for a day dedicated to exploring the bustling port city of Busan. First on 
today’s agenda is a visit to Gamcheon Cultural Village, often referred to as “the Machu Picchu of Busan”. The 
homes of Gamcheon were built on the mountain slope in a staircase fashion in the 1920’s and 30’s. But it wasn’t 
until 2009 that a public art-themed renovation effort converted the village into the cultural hub that it is today. 
With the renovation, art students, professional artists, and residents decorated the village with art and painted the 
homes bright colors. Today it is undoubtedly one of Busan’s most colorful spots. In the afternoon, stroll through 
two of Busan’s most famous markets, Gukje and Jagalchi. Your Ker & Downey designer will help tailor today’s 
activities to your individual desires. 

Experiences: 

• Explore street art, local shops, and small galleries in Gamcheon.

• Ride the famous Songdo Marine Cable Car over emerald waters and enjoy the surreal views offered of the
hillsides and cliffs surrounding the city.

• Visit one of South Korea’s largest markets, Gukje (“international” in Korean), which is overflowing with stalls 
selling almost everything under the sun.

• Tour Jagalchi Fish Market, one of the largest in all of Asia, and if feeling adventurous, have your guide help
you purchase fresh seafood to be prepared for lunch or a snack at a nearby restaurant.



DAY 10 
Busan 
Park Hyatt Busan 
Breakfast 

Today is yours to enjoy at your leisure for shopping, beach time, or relaxation in the hotel’s luxurious spa. If you 
would prefer to keep yourself busy, your Ker & Downey designer can make suggestions for sightseeing either on 
your own or with a guide. For fans of Korean spa culture, today would be an excellent opportunity to visit Spa Land 
in Shinsegae Centum City, a massive two-story complex with 22 hot spring baths, multiple saunas and specialty 
rooms, and massage and aesthetic services.  

DAY 11 
Seoul 
Four Seasons Hotel Seoul 
Breakfast 

Following breakfast, your guide will transfer you to Busan Railway Station for your KTX journey back to Seoul, which 
takes just under three hours. On arrival to Seoul, your guide will collect you from the station for the transfer to Four 
Seasons Hotel Seoul for your last night. Your afternoon is at leisure to enjoy the hotel’s world class spa or to do some 
last-minute shopping.  

DAY 12 
Depart Seoul 
Breakfast 

Your guide will collect you from the hotel for the transfer to Incheon International Airport in time for your 
international departure. 

End of Ker & Downey Services 




